
 

 

 

God’s Timing 

 

Life is a series of decisions.  Some we don’t even realize we are making.  Some are incredibly 

important and impactful on our lives while others have little impact.  I am wearing an orange 

Sedgefield shirt today.  Most of you know orange is my favorite color.  That’s why I bought it 

(at the Women’s Club yard sale) and that’s why I picked it today.  A different shirt would 

make absolutely no difference in my day.  Other decisions can seem to have little impact but 

could have long term implications.  Things like what we eat, or smoking might seem harmless 

at the time but can lead to issues later in life.  Whether or not we remind our kids to brush 

their teeth at night could seem like a simple one.  But if we chose not to fight it then they 

also have a choice to make.  One that is made easier for them without the nag of parents.  I 

chose this example because I have a dentist appointment today that I am dreading!     

 

Opportunities pass us by each and every day.  Sometimes we are blessed by God to recog-

nize them other times we simply float along through life none the wiser.  I think everything 

in life is about timing.  I don’t think this is random.  I think that God knows when we are 

ready to act, refrain from action, and to bear the burdens of our actions in helping others or 

even being helped.  It is difficult to know what to do when doors open and painful when 

doors close.   

 

I firmly believe it was God’s timing when the Session and I decided to postpone my sabbati-

cal.  While it will end up being two and a half years late I think that it was the best decision 

to do this.  I am proud of the work we did to help others during COVID and that was only 

possible through your support.  I am proud of the decisions your Session made about the 

preschool and reopening the church and think that God blessed us in those decisions.  I am 

even humbly proud of my leadership over this past year.  While at times I might have been 

impatient or even gotten gruff in a meeting, I think that my being here helped our church.  I 

am excited for what God has for us when I get back.   

 

As I write this article, I am just two weeks away from leaving you all for a season of time.  

While I am excited about this, it is also stressful and even a little bit scary.  What happens if 

something happens while I am gone?  This question has kept me awake at night for weeks.  

Now the answer to that question is that we have a group of people ready to step up and 

make decisions and act in my absence.  In fact, we have talked about just about every worst-

case scenario possible in preparation for me to be away.  That gives me a little bit of com-

fort, but the bottom line is l love and care for this church, and I want to be there for you! I 

know that that best way to continue to do that is to go and rest and be renewed, but that 

doesn’t make it easy!    

 
We must remember that God is in control and that we are most at peace when we live into 
that control with joy.  I am often reminded of this in the strangest places.  Most recently I 
was reminded of this while walking our dog.  The dog loves to walk but insists on walking 
fast, nearly running.  The result of this is choking and hacking.  After some time, she learns 
to slow down and walk at my pace.  Then she grins from ear to ear and has an enjoyable  
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walk.  The thing I can’t figure out is why she does this every time we go for a walk?  Admittedly, we don’t go 

every day but how much self-inflicted suffering must one endure before they learn?  BOOM!  There is the ques-

tion each of us could ask almost every day!  Why do we do the same things over and over and expect different 

results?  Why do we ask things of God that we aren’t capable of doing or ready to try?  Why would a loving 

God answer those prayers only to watch us fail?   

 

I think the answer is He wouldn’t!  Perhaps the most important thing for us to learn about God’s timing and 

God’s plan is that there is still love in the “No.” What are you waiting for?  Is it news about a job opportunity?  

Is it a pull to volunteer in the life of the church that you just haven’t answered?  Whatever you wrestle with, 

remember that Jacob wrestled with God (the individual is referred to as both God and an angel in scripture) all 

night.  He would not let go.  He demanded God’s blessing.   

 

Grab on to God and don’t let go.  Ask the Lord for a blessing and be ready for what it brings!  Be patient in 

waiting for your answers from God.  Trust in God’s timing.  Delays in recovery, life changes, and whatever else 

we encounter only make us stronger when we look at them through God’s eyes.  I will enjoy my time of rest.  I 

will listen for God’s plan for myself and the church.  I ask that you would listen too!  God loves you and I can’t 

wait to see you, just maybe not too soon!    
 

     -Pastor Jay 

 

         VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021 
 
Summer memories aren’t complete without Vacation Bible School. This 
year, we hope that you join us to escape on an adventure, a Wilderness 
Escape that is!! We’ll be learning all about Moses and his journey 
through Egypt as he learns to trust God above all else. VBS will be held 
outside this year to accommodate for Covid-19 and will be from July 19-
22. The adventure begins at 9 am every day and will end at 11:30 am. 
Additionally, if your child would like to bring a lunch, until noon, there will 

be time and space available to provide flexibility for those who are picking up. 
 
Our week will be filled with games, music, crafts, stories, and the opportunity to learn more 
about how God’s word still impacts us today. 
 
VBS will be available to any child who is between the ages of 5-11 (rising K to rising 5th grade). 
Anyone else is more than welcome to volunteer to help this faith-building week be a success. 
There will be a registration fee of $5 which will be used to create a more meaningful experience 
for our Wilderness Escape!  

 
We can’t wait to see you all there! Thank you in advance for all of your support!  
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Clerk’s Corner 

 
 The Session of JPC met on May 18, 2021 for its monthly stated meeting.  Below are the highlights from that meeting, 

as well as other important updates: 
 

 

•     At a special called meeting on the morning of May16th, the Session welcomed into membership Brandon and 
Kimberly Hall and their beautiful baby girl, Maze Lillian.  Maze was baptized at the 11:00 service that same day. 
 

• The Session is pleased to announce that the outside of the church (all windows and exterior doors) will be 
painted over the course of the next month.   

• As a reminder, Pastor Jay will embark on his Sabbatical beginning on June 16th.  There will be a special litur-
gy for his send off during the worship service on Sunday, June 13th. 

• Single service Sundays will begin on May 30th.  Services will be held at 11:00am in the CLC and will continue 
through September 19th.   

• The Outreach Committee sponsored a Blood Drive on May 19th. 

• A small mission team traveled to Sunset Gap on May 23rd and returned on May 26th.  The team of four mem-
bers built a handicap accessible ramp at the home of a one in need. 

• The Girls’ Night Group served dinner at Urban Ministries on Friday, May 28th. 

• At its stated meeting, the Session voted to follow CDC guidelines regarding the wearing of masks while on-
campus at JPC.   

• The bus campaign was a huge success!  A new bus has been ordered. 

• The youth held a car wash on Sunday, May 16th and raised more than $800.  The funds collected during this 
event will be put toward their mission trip to Chicago.   

• On Sunday, May 23rd, Allie Gonsiewski Dillard and Jonathan Dillard presented their son, Vanis James, for 
baptism during the traditional service.  Vanis is the grandson of Jim and Robin Gonsiewski.      

• The Congregational Nominating Committee is currently accepting nominations for the Elder Class of 
2024.  You may submit your nominations using the form provided during worship or by emailing the church office. 
Nominations will be accepted through June 6th.   

• Your Session wishes to remind you to reach out to Pastors Casey and Judy in the event you are in need of 
Pastoral care during Pastor Jay’s sabbatical.  You may also call the church office with any concerns or ques-
tions.     

In Him,  
 

Krista A Hannah 
Clerk of Session 

Newsletter News!  

 

We will have a combined July/August Newsletter! Please  

forward all articles to the  office by Monday, July 26th. 

 

Thanks!  
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GROWING AND PROSPERING IN OUR THIRD YEAR 
 

Moving into June already!!  We have a late start compared 

to last year but that means we will hopefully have a longer 

growing season.  Mother Nature is in charge.   All beds 

are loaded with organic dirt and the paths are mulched.  

Thank you to our Girl’s Scout BSA Troop 5068. We are 

planting in 3-4 week successions this year to insure we 

have a consistent supply of vegetables to donate. We also 

rotate planting crops.  We will let you know when we 

need “picking” help.  We are growing now.   

 

Donation to Feeding Lisa’s Kids  
In memory of Georgia Orr by 
Barbara Auman 
 
Donation to JPC Outreach Endowment Fund 
In memory of Wayne Miller, Carroll Miller’s brother
-in-law 
In memory of Joan Dawson, Wes Smitherman’s sis-
ter by 
Cecil and Pat Little 
 
Donation to JPC Bus Fund 
In memory of Eva McCray, Wayne McCray’s mother 
by  
Jeff and Mary Brooke Guernier 
 
Donation to JPC Outreach Endowment Fund/Rise 
Against Hunger 
In memory of Fred Werstlein by  
Bob and Janet Craver 

Donation to JPC Outreach Endowment Fund 
In memory of Eva McCray, Wayne McCray’s mother 
by  
Jim and Darryl Ray 
 
Donation to JPC Bus Fund 
In memory of Paul G. Martin by  
Pat Martin 
 
Donation to JPC Bus Fund 
In memory of Johnnie Bryant by  
Michael Bryant 

DONATIONS 



A Good Word from Your JPC Stephen Ministry Team:   

                                  SECURITY 

 
Heavens! These days we shred even unwanted junk mail. We password 

every function at the bank or computer. We huddle at the check-out line away 

from any possible identity thieves. Good grief- it's as if paranoia abounds. 

 
How restful, then, is it to know that we are really, truly secure in God's love, 

that our "help cometh from the hills," that all, ultimately, will be well.  

 

Lord, how we treasure our security. I John 4:18. 

Page 5 

LEISURE FELLOWSHIP 
 
HELLO EVERYONE!  DO WE HAVE GOOD NEWS FOR YOU!!  Our first Leisure 

Fellowship meeting since the COVID lockdown will be held Thursday, June 17 at 12:00, 

in the form of a picnic at the picnic shelter. There will be no program – just a time to 

get together for fun and fellowship for the first time in a very long time.  Please bring 

your choice of food to share.  

 
Please come and find out  about the exciting day trips and programs we have planned 

for the rest of the year.  We can't wait to see you! 

JPC PRAYER SHAWL TEAM -- We've been good and we've waited patiently --- 

And, we will be so happy to get back together again.  Wednesday, June 2nd, the mem-
bers of the JPC Prayer Shawl Team are invited to a Reunion Meeting.  We'll gather in 

the Picnic Shelter from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Members are invited to bring a sand-

wich and a preferred beverage (water will be available) for a picnic together outside. 

Feel free to bring a project to let us see what you've been working on since we last saw 
you!  By the way, do you knit or crochet, but haven't been with this group be-

fore?  Come learn more ---  feel free to come join the fun on June 2nd!    
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It is officially summer at JPC! 
 
Please note our summer office hours: 
 
Monday—Thursday 
9:00 am—1:00 pm 

My JPC Family, 
 
Melanie and I want to thank everyone for their prayers and support fol-
lowing my recent surgery. We were overwhelmed by the love we felt through pray-
ers, cards, visits, and of course delicious food. We are still eating off the lauder our 
church family provided. We are truly blessed to be a part of such a loving church. 
 
Charles Stanfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTREACH NEEDS 

Books – We are collecting new and gently used children’s books for Barium Springs 
Children’s Home and Foster Care.  We would love to collect 200 books. You can drop off 
at the collection box outside of the church office, leave in church office or bring to 
church on Sunday morning. Deadline 6/30 

Church World Service Apartment List – We hope to set up at least 2 more apartments 
in 2021 for Church World Service families. Attached is a signup of items we need - we also 
continue to help these families along with families from Family Services with household and 
furniture needs throughout the year. 



Page 7 

We Have an Opera Star in Our Midst!  
 

Vocal Recital at JPC!!! 
 

Greetings JPC Family! I have recently received some exciting news! Ear-
lier this spring I applied to be a participant in the Berlin Opera Academy 
summer program. I sent audition videos of my singing and out of over 
3,000 applicants, I was one of about 100 singers chosen to participate. I have been offered 
the role of “The Mistress of the Novices” in Puccini’s “Suor Angelica,” and will understudy the 
role of the witch in Humperdink’s opera, “Hansel and Gretel.”  
 
It’s very exciting and I am thrilled to have this opportunity. In addition to performing in the op-
eras, I will receive voice lessons and professional coachings, classes in German and meet-
ings with opera talent agents.  
 
As exciting as it is, there are significant costs for tuition and travel. To help raise money for 
this opportunity, I am planning a fundraising recital for Sunday, June 6th at 4:00 pm in the 
JPC Sanctuary. I will be singing several arias and art songs accompanied by my mom. I hope 
that some of you will be able to attend the recital and possibly contribute funds to help me get 
to Berlin. If you are not able to attend, I will be live-streaming the event at  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCVkSRzFYkKlF0NsWg4llkDQ  so you can watch from 
home.   
 
I am accepting donations via cash or check at the recital. Checks can be made out to Kayla 
Brotherton and mailed to JPC or my home address. In addition, you can use the following: 
Venmo: @Kayla-Brotherton 
Cash app:  $KaylaBrotherton  
 
Thank you, 
Kayla Brotherton  

Kayla has the honor of being chosen to participate in a very special summer program and she needs 

our help to make that happen. Please read her explanation below and attend her fundraising recital if 

possible. If you are unable to attend the recital, her home address is 7606 Montmartre Road, 

Greensboro, NC 27409.  This is a tremendous honor for Kayla so let's help her get on her way to 

Berlin if possible. She has a tremendous voice and has been a great asset to our choir. 

 

Thanks, 

Charlotte Griner 

Words of Encouragement for Kayla! 

By Clarajo Pleasants 

 

“BEFORE I DIE, I HOPE TO…                                      

…see Kayla Brotherton do something special using that magnificent voice of hers.” For years now I 

have been privileged to hear her sing at Jamestown Presbyterian Church and the Greensboro Choral 

Society. I have told her many times that I hope to be alive when she becomes famous and gets to 

share with the world her awesome voice.  This opportunity to attend the Berlin Opera Academy can 

clearly be the beginning of my wish for her and I do hope everyone who has ever heard her will come 

to her performance and contribute to making this possible. 



Visit us on the Web 
www.jamestownprez.org 
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